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 Appendix Table 6-37 USPTO patents granted, by region/country/economy: Selected years, 1998–2014

 

Region/country
/economy

1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

                

World 147,805 157,729 167,433 169,109 164,411 143,944 173,920 157,501 157,944 167,557 219,913 224,876 253,630 278,515 296,084

North America 83,206 88,333 90,210 91,130 87,451 77,319 93,064 82,619 80,652 85,723 112,188 113,252 126,344 139,835 148,456

Bermuda 3 2 3 4 0 2 0 3 2 1 2 5 2 3 1

Canada 2,984 3,406 3,448 3,448 3,395 2,921 3,604 3,343 3,379 3,670 4,858 5,052 5,758 6,533 6,903

Mexico 65 79 108 91 91 82 72 59 64 64 101 103 135 164 182

United States 80,154 84,847 86,651 87,586 83,966 74,314 89,388 79,213 77,207 81,989 107,226 108,092 120,449 133,135 141,370

Central and South
America

232 274 259 317 249 197 271 235 228 259 349 423 457 539 663

Argentina 42 55 54 61 47 27 42 41 35 47 47 60 68 83 76

Brazil 73 102 99 132 106 75 130 92 101 111 181 222 201 261 348

All others 117 117 106 124 96 94 99 102 93 101 122 140 188 195 239

Europe 24,755 27,095 29,153 28,849 26,841 22,742 26,335 23,719 23,711 24,138 33,100 33,411 39,023 44,296 47,762

EU 22,992 25,227 27,225 26,944 25,054 21,289 24,584 22,160 22,024 22,380 30,730 30,896 36,194 40,938 44,150

Austria 397 522 532 595 546 452 560 453 456 509 740 763 871 1,014 1,193

Belgium 697 707 725 636 630 529 622 532 517 602 831 810 882 1,063 1,178

Denmark 398 435 450 537 426 373 443 397 397 393 611 737 856 923 1,044

Finland 600 617 824 869 924 726 956 859 828 868 1,143 960 1,060 1,227 1,340

France 3,696 3,840 4,038 3,879 3,406 2,903 3,462 3,153 3,184 3,169 4,479 4,558 5,394 6,147 6,603

Germany 9,111 10,262 11,309 11,464 10,783 9,040 10,058 9,086 8,956 9,021 12,387 11,930 13,889 15,572 16,296

Hungary 51 39 50 74 51 48 54 48 66 50 93 104 110 137 155

Ireland 75 129 126 163 185 158 186 152 174 193 278 328 356 432 500
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Region/country
/economy

1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Italy 1,604 1,703 1,760 1,723 1,605 1,317 1,497 1,319 1,369 1,378 1,842 1,922 2,166 2,531 2,614

Netherlands 1,259 1,268 1,393 1,330 1,286 1,007 1,340 1,276 1,327 1,318 1,661 1,766 1,954 2,275 2,486

Spain 257 275 323 325 273 274 313 282 318 340 436 492 674 738 790

Sweden 1,235 1,587 1,669 1,511 1,287 1,132 1,251 1,069 1,065 1,011 1,436 1,716 2,091 2,301 2,727

United
Kingdom

3,495 3,689 3,851 3,643 3,472 3,154 3,624 3,312 3,117 3,236 4,390 4,360 5,322 5,903 6,458

All others 116 154 175 195 181 176 217 222 249 291 402 450 569 674 765

Other Europe 1,719 1,813 1,869 1,845 1,727 1,406 1,683 1,508 1,621 1,703 2,313 2,448 2,750 3,274 3,497

Former Soviet
Union

29 22 33 30 25 25 33 30 32 26 30 35 58 53 65

Norway 195 248 249 258 247 223 239 243 263 267 391 369 445 479 543

Russia 213 201 220 223 188 167 199 202 200 217 308 331 365 439 469

Switzerland 1,281 1,342 1,367 1,335 1,267 991 1,212 1,034 1,127 1,193 1,585 1,713 1,882 2,303 2,419

All others 44 56 59 60 60 46 69 51 66 56 58 67 79 85 115

Asia 37,799 40,182 45,545 46,363 47,550 41,531 51,358 48,259 50,571 54,454 70,201 73,336 83,044 88,225 92,975

China 253 326 560 613 740 744 1,057 1,193 1,607 2,043 3,215 3,720 5,360 6,681 7,936

India 91 141 265 354 369 401 512 566 651 709 1,144 1,277 1,756 2,456 3,006

Japan 30,885 31,356 34,925 35,585 35,449 30,403 36,911 33,466 33,778 35,586 45,004 46,338 50,898 52,268 53,329

Malaysia 24 44 58 48 85 94 123 172 159 156 200 177 213 222 262

Singapore 123 226 420 438 457 345 412 391 407 435 616 650 805 793 914

South Korea 3,269 3,331 3,792 3,952 4,429 4,366 5,902 6,308 7,551 8,781 11,674 12,255 13,237 14,556 16,211

Taiwan 3,111 4,706 5,444 5,299 5,952 5,114 6,350 6,105 6,350 6,670 8,235 8,794 10,638 11,078 11,130

All others 42 53 80 74 69 64 90 58 68 74 113 125 139 173 188

Middle East 784 845 1,103 1,253 1,097 984 1,284 1,176 1,264 1,492 1,963 2,153 2,790 3,472 3,989

Israel 756 793 1,046 1,190 1,054 936 1,217 1,112 1,184 1,412 1,841 1,976 2,480 3,008 3,418



National Science Board | Science & Engineering Indicators 2016

Region/country
/economy

1998 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

All others 28 53 57 63 43 48 67 64 80 80 121 177 309 464 571

Africa 119 130 129 136 124 113 130 100 109 112 151 155 189 223 233

South Africa 115 112 112 111 102 90 109 79 90 90 121 120 140 163 152

All others 4 19 17 25 22 24 21 21 19 22 30 35 48 60 82

Australia/Oceania 843 818 1,013 1,049 1,094 1,053 1,473 1,383 1,402 1,374 1,948 2,129 1,755 1,894 1,974

Australia 724 709 862 908 957 929 1,335 1,272 1,295 1,242 1,773 1,943 1,530 1,643 1,719

New Zealand 118 109 147 138 135 122 137 111 104 132 171 185 224 250 254

All others 1 0 3 3 2 2 1 0 2 0 4 0 1 1 2

Unclassified 66 50 22 11 5 5 5 9 7 4 10 12 13 18 15

EU = European Union; USPTO = U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.

NOTES:  Patents  are fractionally allocated among regions/countries/economies based on the proportion of residences of all named inventors. The EU includes 28 member countries. China
includes Hong Kong.

SOURCES:  Science-Metrix, LexisNexis, and SRI International.
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